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INTRODUCTION. 


OTHING hath more diftinguifhed the reign of his 
prefent Majefty, than the liberality with which he 
hath encouraged the ardour of nautical difcovery.— Al- 
though'the voyages of other Eropean nations have greatly 
increafed our knowledge of the globe, yet as thefe were ge- 
nerally undettaken (fome late voyages of the French except- 
ed) from views either of ambition or of avarice, the improve- 
ment of feience, and of geography, was but a fecondary con- 
fideration ;—it is not, therefore, to be wondered that the 
fubject till remaincd imperfeét, overclouded by doubt and 
uncertainty,—To diffipate thefe clouds, to remove exifting 
errors, and to render what was dubious demonftrably clear, 
became highly interefting to almoft every nation; and Ev- 
Kore, with eyes of admiration, beheld this important objec 
not only undertaken, but to a furprizing degree executed, 
By the fpirit and abilities of Gazat BRITAIN. 
The exploring untraverfed oceans, in fpite of every 
danger that could menace, or difmay—the difcovering 


multitudes. 
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multitudes of iflands, and of people, whofe exiftence was 
not known before—and the fame of fixing the geography 
of the Southern World, were the noble fruits of this bold 
and hazardous enterprize ; which will remain to fuccecding 
ages a monument of the zeal and patronage of GrorGE 
THE THIRD. a 

Under fuch aufpices, and under fuch navigators as this 
bufinefs was confided to, with each fuperadded affiftance in 
the various {cienves, what was there not to be hoped }—And 
it certainly, ia no {mall degree, added to the {pirit of the 
undertaking, that fuch an unexampled character as Mr. 
(now Sin JoserH) Banxs voluntarily accompanied Captain 
Coox.—As long as the hiftory of that time hall exift, it 
will ftamp the highcft honour on his name, to have, in 
the prime of youth, Gcrificed the biandifhments of a noble 
fortune, to his ardour for information and fcience, without 
Mhrinking at the perils he might encounter from untried 
feas, and coafts that had newer been explored.—And it 
equally reflects the higheft credit on his difcerning country ; 
who, emulous to acknowledge the debt the owed his merit, 
Seized the earlieft opportunity, after his return, to make him 
PResiDENT of the Roya SocizTy; a fituation the moft 
honourable and diftinguifhed the could offer a perfon of his 
genius and purfuits; where ftill, with the fame ardour, he 
promotes her Fame, the zealous and liberal Patron of learn- 


» ing and of {cience. 
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‘The relations of thefe feveral voyages having excited a 
great fpirit of inquiry, and awakened an eager curiofity to 
every thing that can elucidate the hiftory of mankind, I 
flatter myfelf, that no apology is neceffary for my bringing 
forward the following Work, whofe Novelty and Authenticity 
will, I truft, infure it a favourable reception. 

“The iffands.which I am about to deferibe were not difco- 
vered in confequence of any premeditated defign; the Inpra 


packet, whieh Captain Wiison commanded, being in atem- 


peft wrecked on their coaft; and it is folely to the benevo- 
lent character of their inhabitants, we owe the fafe return of 


our couatrymen, that compofed the crew of the ANTELOPE5. 


—by the means of whom I am enabled to lay before the 
Public an account of this fingular people. 

Nothing can be more interefting to Man than the hiftory 
of Man. The‘navigators of the different ages have pictured 
to us our own Species in a variety of lights——The manners 


of civilized nations bear a ftrong refemblance to-each other 5: 


it is the vices or virtues of individuals, that create any 
general: diftinction ;—whereas in countries, which f{ciente, 
or the gentler arts, have never reached, we obferve a won- 
derful difparity; fome are found under that darknefs and 
abfolute barbarifm, from: the fight of which humanity 
gladly turcs.afide ;—twhilf others, unaided, unaffifted, but 


by mere natural good fenfe, have not only emerged from. 


this gloomy thade, but nearly attained that order, propriety, 
and 
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and good conduct, which” conftitute the effence of rear 
civilization.—It is by very flow degrees, and through long 
periods of intervening ages, that nations, now the moft po- 
lifhed, have arrived at their prefent ftate—The mind of in- 
quifitive man, too cager after knowledge which his limited 
faculties can never reach, often idly afks—/Vberefore all thele 
vaind yi adalions in human exiflence ? But his queftion will 
runain for ever unanfwercd, and he muft content himfelf 
with being fatisfied that the ways, of PROVIDENCE are con- 
ducted with unerring wifdom, to anfwer purpofes beyond 
mortal comprehenfion.—He will be far more wifely employ- 
ed in fecling, with becoming gratitude, that he was not def- 
tined him{elf to be an inhabitant pf TERRA DEL Fuxz6O, or 
to add one to the number of the forlorn fayages of the Nor- 
THERN POLE, 

There is one queftion, indeed, and a very important one, 
which poffibly may, at fome future period, be fuccefsfully 
inveftigated ;—how all the numerous iflands, datcly difco- 
vered, as well as the multitude of others, that are fcattered 
thr&igh various parts of the vaft ocean, were originally 
peopled ?—This fubject, which opens a wide field for con- 
jecture to range over, hath already exercifed the abilities of 
the ingenions—and, if ever fatisfactorily afcertained, cannot 
fail to throw many interefting lights on the hiftory of man- 
kind. 

The prefent account of the PaLew Iflands, I have already 

“8 obferved, 
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obferved,.wag offered to the Public under the double claim 
of Novelty and Authenticity. It is therefore incumbent on me 
to mention on what ground thefe claims are fupported. 

The iflands in queftion were pfobably firft noticed by 
fome of the Spaniards of the PHILLIPINES, and by them 
named the PaLos IsLANDs; the tall palm-trees,, which 
grow there in great abundance, having at a diftance the ap- 
pearance of mafts of fhips *.—That this was the origin of 
‘their name is rendered {till more probable, as the Spaniards 
gave the fame appellation to all the numerous iflands of this 
Archipelago, the far greater part of which are now known 
by the name of the New CarRoLiNgEs. 

In the Lettres Edifentes et Curieufes, written by the Fe/uit 
Miffonaries, may be found feveral letters, which, from their 
titles, feem to have a reference to, and which might be 
thought to relate to the clufter of iflands which are the fub- 
ject of the prefgnt Work; but whoever perufes them, with 
attention, will inftantly fee that they relate folely to the New 
CAROLINES, which were difcovered about the year 1696, as 
may be feen by the letter of Father Paut CLaAin, dited 
from Manilla, toth of Fune 1697 +.—But even the accounts 
given by Lim of the New CAROLINES, were not in con{e- 
‘quence of any Spaniards having been there, but merely fuch 
as he had received from fome of their inhabitants, who, ven- 
tusing too-far to fea, had been driven by a ftorm to one of the 

© Palet, in the Spani/e language, autically applied, denoting a mait. 


4 Lettres Bbifenter ot Curieafis, vol. i, page 112, 
a PHIL- 
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PHILLIPINES. In confequence of this knowledge of the 
NEw Caro.in¢Es, a fhip, called the Ho.y TRINITY, Was, in 
1710 *, fitted out at Manilla, by order of Puiuir V. to 
carry two Miffionaries, les PCres DUBERON and CorTIL, thi- 
ther; who arriving off SonsoRoL, one of the CAROLINES, 
the two Miffionaries would go on fhore in the chaloupe, to 
fix the Crofs, againft the opinion of Don PapiLia, thé 
Captain, who, as he could find no anchorage, diffuaded them 
ftrongly from the attempt.—As the veffel then, after cruiz-- 
ing about for feveral days, to wait their return, could not, 
on account of the winds and currents, remain any longer 
on the ftation, the reverend Fathers were never heard of 
more. Another veffel was fent from the fame place, fome 
time after, to further the miflion, which it was fuppofed the 
two former Jefuits had begun; but it foundered at fea, and 
all on board perithed +, except one Indian, who at laft got back 
to MANILLA with the melancholy news. 

In 1723, another boat, belonging to one of the CaRko- 
LINEs, with twenty-four people in it, was driven by force 
of winds to Guauan, one of the MaARIANNES f, as appears 

.by the letter of PERE JEAN ANTOINE CantTova, dated 
AGADNA, in March 1722.—Thefe ftrangers being detained 
a confiderable time, Le Pere Canova tells us, that he 
endeavoured to acquire fome knowledge of their language, 
that he might the better inform himfelf of their country, 

© Lettres Bdifientes et Curieufes, vol. xin Daze 7%. + Dy vol. xvi. page 968, 
t De, vol. xviii. page 188. 
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In this letter, which contains fuller information than 
any of the others, he tells us, he underftood from the 
natives that this Archipelago was divided into jive pro- 
vinces; and.that the Pztew IsLanps conftituted the j/7> 
province, or divifion; but thefe ftrangers, who gave him 
this intelligence, faid, they had no communication with 
the people of this province, adding, that they were inbuman 
and favage; that both men and women were entirely naked, and 
Sed upon buman fiefa; that the inbabitants of the CAROLINES 
looked on them with borror, as the enenties of mankind, and 
with whom they beld it dangerous to bave any intercour/e. 

This is the only mention I find of the PELEw people, 
and a dreadful picture it is of barbarous life; but the na- 
tives of the CARoLINEs evidently knew nothing of them, 
‘but that they exifted at a confiderable diftance from them- 
felves ; and probably the notion which they entertained, of 
their being cannibals, prevented their ever having any com- 
munication with them *, ; 

To Four-Frirtus of thefe iflands, which accident had 
now brought the Spaniards acquainted with, they foon gave 
the name of the NEw Caro.ines; but as the Miffionarics, 
who had unqueftionably been well informed of the poverty 
*and nakednefs of them, apprehended that they were never 


® Le Pere Cawrova fays, that this aceount is conformable to the relation of Father 
Baumann Mageia (probably another Miffionary) ; but where this relation is ta be 
found, Lknow not, having in vain fearched for it, I therefore fyppofe it has not been 
publithed, though polibly may be preferved among the manu(cript records of the Popa.” 


GANDA at Romg,—' it bes it could only be collected from fubh vague evi- 
dence as Cantova’s; W! eels wfhort time after, dilled by “the people of the 
Caaoiings. 
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likely to become an object worthy of the attention of the, 
Spani/e monarchy, they were therefore, nearly from this pe- 
riod, neglected ; and ever to this day little more is known of 
them, than that they occupy a certain {pace on the furface of 
the globe.—But the Fir tH divifion of them, far diftant from 
the reft, and inhabited by people who were branded with 
the imputation of being inhuman, Javage, and enemies of 
mankind, were, in confequence, never fince inquired after ; 
and, though laid down in fome late charts, ‘under their ori- 
ginal Spanifb appellation of the Patos iflands, have con- 
tinued till now in total obfcurity.—They have, it is true, 
been feen, at different times, by fhips making the Eafern 
paflage to and from Cina againk the men/eons; yet no one 
appears to have ever janded there, or to have had any inter 
courfe with the inhabitants; nor have they lain in the track 
of any of the circumnavigators; Captain CARTERET, in his 
courfe, approached them the neareft. _ 

From the above obfervations, and the great aftonifh- 
ment which the natives of PELEw difcovered on feeing white 
people, it feems beyond a doubt that the crew of the ANn- 
TELOPE were the firft Europeans who had ever landed on 
thefe iflands; and it feems equally certain, that their neareft 
neighbours in the adjoining Archipelago knew nothing of 
them.—I therefore feel fome fatisfaétion in being the inftru- 
ment of introducing to the world a new people ;—and a far , 
greater one, in haying the means in my power, of vindicating 
their injured characters from the impypigjon of thofe davage 
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néannets whieh ignorance alone had afcribed to them; for I 
am confident that every Reader, when he has gone through 
the prefent account of them with attention, will be con- 
vinced that thefe unknown natives of PELew, fo far from 
difgracing, live an ornament to human nature. 

The part I have taken in this work originated from my 
Knowledge of Captain Witson’'s veracity, and from my 
being highly interefted with the account he gave of the in- 
habitants of. thefe iflands, which was fo happily illuftrated 
by the good fenfe and amiable manners of the young Prince 
"LEE Boo, whom, at the King his father’s requeft, he had 
brought with him to ENGLAND. 

I frequently mentioned to my valuable friend, Mr. 
Brook Watson, (through whom I had firft been ac- 
quainted with Captain WrLson) that I thought the whole 
chain of events, following the lofs ofthe ANTELOPE, well mie- 


rited the public eye, withing him to fubmit the matter to his . 


friend’s confideration ;—but, after three quarters of a year, 
I perceived that the Captain’s own affairs, his natural diffi- 
dence, and probably his inexperience in preparing properly 
fach a work, rendered him little difpofed to the undertaking 
—and, as he was then preparing to go out again to INDIA, 
fhe account was in danger of being totally loft. 

Struck as I was with the relation of the virtues and cha- 
rafter of the natives of thefe iflands—fenfible how foon 
oral teftimony is beyond recovery, and the records of me- 
niory effaced: by the-gvents or cafualties ‘of life—I felt anx- 
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ious to refcue thefe difcoveries from fliding into oblivion, 
and to preferve them to the curiofity and information of the 
Public; I therefore engaged a volunteer in the bufinefs, 
propofing to Mr. Warson, that if his friend Captain WiL- 
son would give me his journals and papers, and procure me 
all the living teitimonies then in ENGLAND, that I would 
myfelf undertake the work ;—on this condition, that the ld- 
bour fhould be mine, the advantage Captain WiLson’s, 
After 1 had, with great attention, gone over all the jour- 
nals and papers, and tranfcribed them, the better to fix 
them in my memory, and to direct my future inquiries, I 
had the benefit of a reference, both to Captain WILson, 
and his fon, during their ftay in ENGLAND, for what fur- 
ther or fuller information I required; and, after the Cap- 
tain’s departure, ] had alfo, in the beginning of 1786, whilft 
the facts were recent, the affiftance and information of fuch 
of his officers as remained in this country ; who, for many 
weeks, were fo good as to devote themfelves, as it individue 
ally fuited them, to this bufinefs. The tranfadiong of every 
day, as recorded in the journals, were minutely gotie through; 
and it was a great pleafure to me, in taking their {cparate 
relations, to find no material difference in their accounts of 
the facts or occurretices, but, on the contrary, the moft per« 
feG agreement. Thus, enlarged by the additions of the 
Gentlemen (who were themfelves in fome fcenes the fole 
‘aétors) the Work, for a year and a half, lay dormant, wait- 
ing Captain WiLson’s return from BENGAL, who:areivad 
the 
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the latter end of Jaft fummer: fince that time every part 
of it hath been revifed, and gone over, with the moft 
fcrupulous exa¢tnefs and attention; and-] am myfelf firmly 
perfuaded, no work of this nature was ever prefented to the 
Public, in every refpect better authenticated. 

1 fhould not have thought it neceffary to have mentioned 
the manner in which I have conducted this publication, had 
I not been.aware of there being fcenes and fituations in it 
which might ftartle many of my readers; but, as the truth 
ef them can be fully eftablifhed, they will ferve to prove that 
good fenfe, and moral rectitude, may exift in many uncivi- 
lized regions, where the prejudices and arrogance of poliflicd 
life are not always difpofed to admit them. 

Théfe who are acquainted with the vayages to the Sourn 
Seas, muft have remarked a great fimilitude in the manners 
of the iflands fcattered over that immenfe ocean; at the 
fame time it cannot have efcaped their notice, that there are 
cuftoms and characters peculiar to almoft every particular 
group.—The fame obfervation is applicable to the inhabi- 
tants of the PELEW IsLANDs ; who, tho’ in many refpects 
refembling their Southern neighbours, muft be allowed to 
have many characteriftical features of their own—which an 
intelligent reader will eafily difcover. 

As there was a draughtfinan on board the ANTELOPE, 
befides two or three young men acquainted with drawing, 
a faithful portrait of the King of PrLEw, and one of his 
- wives, together with fome picturefque views of the country, 

to were 


xv 


%Vi 


INTRODUCTION. 


were by their means obtained.—Captain WILSON was pre- 
fented, before he left the iflands, with many of their weapons 
and utenfils, from which the plates contained in this Work 
have been accurately engraved.—And I am happy to have it 
in my power to add to thefe the portrait of Prince Lez Boo, 
drawn by my Daughter, and which, though done from me- 
mory, fifteen months after‘his death, is acknowledged to be 
a very ftriking likenefs by every one who knew him. 

To the late difcoveries, which have fo greatly increafed 
our knowledge of the globe, and of the human race, if the 
little clufter of iflands 1 am now unveiling to the world 
(which may truly be regarded as a rich jewel, {parkling 
on the bofom of the ocean) fhall be deemed by the Public 
an interefting acquifition, Captain WiLson will not have 
been fhipw8ecked in vain; and I fhall ever think that the 


time I have beftowed on this Work hath been ufefully 
employed, 





N.B. In fending this Second Edition to the Prefs, it may not 
be improper to fay, that no Alteration whatever bas been made 
in it from: the former one, but merely the changing, or erajfing 
a few unneceffary Words, which, in the burry of a sir Publi 
gation, bad efcaped my Notice. 
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CHAPTER I 


Departure of the ANTELOPE from Macao.—Lifi of the 
Ship's Company.—Route and Tranfactions prior to the Lo/y 
of the Veffil. 


HE ANTELOPE, a packet of near 300 tons burthen, 

in the fervice of the Honourable ENGLISH EAST 
InpD1a Company, under the command of Captain HENRY 
WILSON, having arrived at Macao in the month of June 
1783, the Captain received orders from: the Company’s 
fupra-cargoes to refit his fhip with all poflible {peed ; which 
being completed, on Sunday the 20th of July, about eleven 
oxlock in the forenoon, he received his difpatches, and 
the fhip being ready for fea, he took leave of the Council; 
and about half paft three o’clock went on board, accompa- 
nied by Mefirs._Baown, LANE, BRucE, and Pracn, as alfo 
Mr. MorGaN, furgeon; and after the Captain had paid the 
B fixtecn 
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fixteen Chinefe men (with which they had been allowed to 
augment thcir fhip’s company) the advance-money ufual on 
thefe occafions, they weighed anchor, and their friends 
went on fhore, whom they faluted at going away with nine 
guns. The weather becoming unfettled and hazy, at nine 
o’clock in the evening they anchored in 7 fathom water.— 
As in the courfe of this narrative we fhall find the fhip's 
company at times collectively and feparatcly engaged, it will 
not be improper at the outfet to mention the names of the 
Europeans who were in the ANTELOPE, with their particular 
diftinétion and fituation on board. 
Names. Stations. 

Hunry Wirson - + = = Commander. 

Purp Bencer*® = = = Chief Mate. 

Perzr BarKER - = = = Second Mate. 

Joun Cummin = + = - Third Mate. 

Joun SHARP - = = = = Surgeon. 

Artuur Wittiam Devis - Paffenger. 

Joun Brancu- - = = ~- Gunner. 

Wirtiam Harvey - - - Boatfwain. 


Joun PorkincGuorN- - Carpenter. 


Joun Mrare ~ = = = Cooper and Steward. 


Ricuwarp Jenkins - - ~ Carpenter's Mate. 


James Swirr= - = = = Cook. 
RicuarD SHARP - - = - Midthipman. 
Henry Witson, Junior - = Ditto, fon to the Captain. 


* The names thus marked, are the only men at this time knowa with certainty to 


be. dead, 
Joun 
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Names. * Stations, 


7 Two youths from Chrift’s Ho- 1783. 
N WEDGEBROUGH = - 
le fpital, apprentices, and acting al 
as midfhipmen. 
ALBERT Prerson- = = = Quarter Matter, 


Ropert WHITE = = = 


Goprry Minks* - - = Ditto. 

Tuomas Dutton = + ~- Captain's Steward. 
"Joun CoorzerR - = ~ = = Scaman, 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 


WittiaM Roserts 


’ 
' 


James Duncan - 


Marraias WiLson 


- Ditto, brother to the Captain. 


Nicnoras TYACKE ~ Ditto. 


Jamzs Buuitr - - = - Ditto. 
Tuomas Wittson* = = Ditto. 
Wi.itaM StewartT- - - Ditto. 
MaApan Biancnarpd ~-— = Ditto. 
Tuomas Wiitrizetp - - Ditto, 
WitrraM Consrepick - - Ditto. 
ZACHARIAH ALLEN = = - Ditto. 
Tuomas Castites - - = Ditto, 
Deprick Winpier - - - Ditto, 


Linguift, a native of BENGaL, 


RROMAS ROE F's Pe -} calling himfelf a Portugue/e. 


At five o’clock in the morning they again weighed an- 
chor, and fet fail, having a fine breeze from the E. N. E. 


and between fix and feven o'clock their pilot left them. 
Ba About 


Monday a3. 


1783. 


yuLy. 


‘Tuelday 22. 


Wednefday 
23. 


AN ACCOUNT OF 


About nine o'clock, being got to fome diftance from the 
land, they met with a very high fea, which obliged them 
to lay to, in order to fecure their cattle, and other live 
ftock, as alfo their anchors, cables, and harbour-rigging. 
About eleven o'clock they made fail again, and by a very 
good obfervation. at noon, were in fatitude 21° 28’ north; at 
the fame time could juft fee the land bearing north, at the 
diftance of about cleven Icagues, as near as they could judge, 
the weather being rather hazy. In the afternoon the Jafh- 
ings of the booms broke, and they fell to leeward, which 
obliged them to keep the fhip before the wind until they 
were replaced and fecured, which having done, they refum- 
ed their courfe. In the evening, obferving it to lighten very 
ftrongly from the fouthward, they dofe reefed their top- 
fails, expecting it to blow from that quarter. 

Next day the weather continued moderate but cloudy; 
and they had a great fea from the eaftward, which made the 
fhip labour, fo as to oblige them to pump every two hours. 
The boatfwain and carpenter were both taken ill in the 
night with a cold and a flight fever. In the afternoon a fail 
was feen to the S. E, which they took to be a PORTUGUESE 
veffel bound to Macao. The wind veered round to the 
fouthward this day ; no obfervation of latitude. 

‘The wind foutherly, with cloudy weather and fome light 
fqualls and rain, They noticed this forenoon feveral rip- 
plings in the water, as if in a tide or current; the fea was 

fomewhat 
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fomewhat fallen, and the fhip made lefs water. No obferva- 
tion of latitude this day, the fun being in their zenith. 

The weather was very {qually, with rain and a great fwell. 
The boatfwain and carpenter were much recovered, fo as 
to be able to go about their duty, in fecuring the ports 
and preparing the fhip for bad weather. By an indifferent 
obfervation at noony they found themfelves in latitude 
1g 29 north. 

The weather continued very dark and cloudy, with thun- 
der, lightning, and hard rain, fo that the fhip was in a man- 
ner deluged, and every one wet and uncomfortable. About 
three o’clock in the afternoon they faw the appearance of 
land from the deck, being the BasHEx Iflands, bearing from 
§.E.to E.N.E. At fix o’clock the northermoft Ifland bore 
N.E. by E. At night the weather being but indifferent and 
hazy, fo that they coukl not keep fight of the land, they 
fhortened fail and lay to till the morning. 

At day-break they again faw the land to leeward of 
them, being the fame they had feen the night before; 
from this circum{tance they concluded there was no cur- 
rent; and as foon as the light opened a little more upon 
them, they made fail and bore away before the wind, to go 
round the northermoft ifland, which they did at about four 
or five miles diftance. The weather being hazy when they 

» firft faw the land, they had but a very imperfect view of the 
iflands. The firit appeared to be long and-tolerably even. 
The 
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The fecand was likewife lang, of a pretty equal height, ex+ 
cept in two or three places, where it feemed to rife into 
hills: near the middle of it was one very remarkable, from 
its being in fhape like 2 Cuina or TARTAR woman's hat, 
The third ifland fhewed like two rugged-tapped mountains, 
joined together by low land. The fourth was a high, large, 
double-peaked rock, appearing to have little foil or wodd 
upon it. The fifth was very high and uneven, devoid of 
wood, except a few green bufhes towards its fummit. There 
were no figns of inhabitants upon any of thefe iflands, and 
the weather being fqually, our pegple foon loft fight of them ; 
at noon they were in latitude 21° 14’ north, by obfervation, 
when, having run about fifteen leagues tothe eaftward of 
the iflands, they hauled up more to the fouthward, in hopes 
to get into fmoother water, and better weather than they had 
hitherto met with fince leaving Macao. Soon after noon, 
the man at the maft-head difcovered the foretop-maft to be 
f{prung ; they, immediately took in the fails, and got down 
the topgallant-mait, and prepared to get down the top-matt, 
but were obliged to defift on account of the weather, until 
the morning, when it proving fair, with tolerably fmooth 
water, all hands went bufily to work to gct up a new fore- 
top-maft, and to dry and air the thip, as alfo to fecure what 
cattle and ftock remained, much having perithed in the 
rains and bad weather. The next morning alfo being fine 
and fair; this opportunity was embraced to open the ports, 

and 
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and wafh and'cleanfe the {hip below, as well as to overhaul 
and clean their fmall arms, arid give the officers inftructions 
for the voyage. In the evening there was very hard rain, 
with variable winds. 

But the fucceeding day, the wind being favourable, gave 
them an opportunity of examining and drying fome of their 
provifion, particularly fome Chine/e hams and dry fifh, which 
conftituted part of their victualling, and had got damp in the 
exceffive rains. They faw a great quantity of fith fwimming 
about the fhip, but could not catch any, as they would not 
take the baits. No rains during the Jaft twenty-four hours, 
put the next morning the weather became overcaft and they 
were again vifited with rain in the evening, which continued 
very hard all might and the fucceeding day, with variabie 
winds, fo that they made very little progréfs on their 
voyage. The next morning was more moderate, and to+ 
wards noon the weather cleared up and they got an obfer- 
vation, by which they found their latitude was r6° 25’ north. 
In the afternoon. it fell calm, which gave them the means of 
trying the current, which they found to fet to the E. N. E. 
at the rate of half a mile an hour. In the evening Captain 
WILSON exercifed fome of the Chinefe men with rowing in 
the jolly-boat for an hour or two, to teach them to ufe an 
oar when needful. The following day being fair, and the 
wind moderate, all were again employed in clearing and 
cleaning the fhip and fetting up the rigging. In the after- 

noon 
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noon they had an obfervation for the longitude, by the dift 
tance of the fun and moon, by-which they found themfelves 
in 126 degrees and a half eaft of GrEzNwicu. The follow+ 
ing morning being alfo fair, divine fervice was performed 
upon deck; a ceremony never omitted on Sundays when the 
weather would allow of it. In the afternoon they got another 
obfervation for the longitude, which confirmed that taken 
the preceding day. At night they met with freth gales of 
wind, fqually weather, and much ‘rain, “which continued 
moft part of the next day; towards the evening of which 
they faw numbers of birds and fith, likewife fome drifts 
of pieces of wood or bamboo, they therefore altered their 
courfe more to the fouthward, and went under an eafy fail, 
keeping a good look out, until morning, when it being 
very tempeftuous they brought to, and handed their topfails, 
which before had been clofe reeft. The weather continued 
to blow a ftorm till about mid-day of the 7th, during which 
time they could fhow but very little fail, being obliged to lay 
to under the ftorm ftay-fails;.the-ftorm then abating, and 
the weather clearing up, they got an obfervation for the 
latitude, by which they found theméfelves in 10° 16’ north. 
In the afternoon the wind was foutherly, with frefh gales, but 
dry, fo that they were able the following morning to clean 
between decks, and alfo to fumigate the fhip with gunpow- 
der. The cattle had all perifhed in the Jatt ftorm, except 
one bullock; the fhe-goat alfo, having kidded in this bad 

weather, 
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weather, died together with her young. In the afternoon atts yy 
the weather became more moderate, fo that they were able 

to make fail and to proceed on their voyage; and the next 

day the weather was fo fine they were enabled to open Saturday 9. 
their ports to air.and dry the fhip below, as alfo again to 

examine their provifion and ftores, and get every thing 

into order. They were now proceeding cheerfully on their 

voyage, fondly flattering themfelves that the adverfe wea- 

ther, and the anxieties it had awakencd, were all at an 

end, when they were fuddenly overwhelmed with thofe 
misfortunes which are related in the following narrative. 
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CHAPTER ft 


Lofs of the ANTELOPE, and the immediate Difreffes arifing 
Jrom the Accident. 


HE wind having frefhened after midnight, the fky 

: became overcaft, with much, lightning,, thunder, and: 
rain. Mr. BENGER,, the chief:mate, having the: watch upon 
deck, had lowered the top-fails, and was going to reef them. 
with the people upon duty; judging from the thunder that 
the weather would break and clear up, and only prove 
a flight fquall, he did not think it neceffary to call the 
hands out, or acquaint the Captain, who had only quitted 
,the deck at twelve o'clock. The people being upon the 
yards reefing the fails, the man who was on the look-out 
called Breakers ! but fo fhort was the notice, that the call 
of Breakers had fcarce reached the officer upon deck before 
the fhip ftruck. The horror and difmay this unhappy 
event threw every body. into was dreadful; the Captain, 
and all thofe whe were below in their beds, fprang upon 
deck in an inftant, anxious to know the caufe of this 
fudden. fhock to the fhip, and the confufion above; a mo- 
ment, convinced them of their diftreffed fituation ; the 
5 breakers 
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oreasers slong-fide, through which the rocks made their ap- 
pearance, prefented the moft dreadful fcene, and left no 
room for doubt. The flip taking a heel, in Iefs than an 
hour filled with water as high as the lower deck hatchways; 
‘during this tremendous interval, the people thronged round 
the Captain, and earneftly requefted to be directed what to 
‘do, befeeching him to give orders and they would imme- 
diately exeonte them. Orders were in confequence in- 
tantly given to fecure the gunpowder, ammunition, and 
{mall arms, and that the bread, and fuch other’ provifion 
as would fpoil by wet, fhould be brought upon deck and 
fecured by fome covering from the rain; while others 
were directed to cut away the mizen-maft, the main and 
foretop-maft, and lower yards, to eafe the fhip and pre- 
vent her overfetting, of which they thought there was fome 
hazard, and that every thing fhould be done to preferve 
her-as long as poffible (the fails having all been clewcd up 
as foon as the fhip ftruck). The boats were hoifted out, and 
filled with provifion and water, together with a compafs 
in each, fome fimall arms, and ammunition; and two men 
were placed in each boat, with directions to keep them under 
the lee of the fhip, and be careful they were not ftaved, and 
to be ready to reveive their fhip-mates in cafe the veffcl 
fhould break to pieces by the dafhing of the waves and the 
violence ‘of the wind, it then blowing a ftorm. Every 
thing that-could be thought expedient in. fo diftrefsful and 
c2 trying 
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1783. ‘trying an occafion was executed with a readinefs and obe- 
eens ience hardly ever exceeded. The people all now affembled 
aft, the quarter-deck laying higheft out of the water, the 
quarter-boards afforded fome little fhelter from the fea and 
rain; here, after contemplating a few moments their wretch~ 
ed fituation, the Captain endeavoured to revive their droop- 
ing {pirits, which began to fink through anxiety and fatigue, 
by reminding them that fhipwreck was a misfortune to 
which thofe who navigate the ocean were always liable ; 
that their fituation indeed was more difficult, from happen- 
ing in an unknown and unfrequented fea, but that this con- 
fideration fhould roufe their moft active attention, as much 
muft depend on themfelves to be extricated from their dif- 
trefs ; that when thefe misfortunes happened, they were 
often rendered more dreadful than they otherwife would be 
by the defpair and difagreement of the crew; to avoid 
which, it was ftrongly recommended to every individual not 
to drink any {pirituous liquor. A ready confent was given 
to this advice; but they being all wet and fatigued with ex+ 
ceffive labour, it was thought advifeable to take fame re- 
frefhment, and theretore a glafs of wine. and fome bifauit was 
given to each perfon; after eating,.a fecand glafs ef wins 
was given them, and they now waited with the utmoft anx- 
iety the return of day, in hope of feingJand, for as yet they 
had not difcovered any the third mate and one of the quare 
ter-mafters ov/y, in the momentary interval of a dreadguk: 
flath 
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of. tand’ ahead of the fhip. During thefe anxious mo-" 


mients, they endeavoured to confvle and cheer one another, 
and each was advifed to clothe and prepare himfelf to 
quit the fhip when neceffity fhould make that ftep in- 
evitable; and herein the utmoft good order and regularity 
was obferved, not a man offering to take any thing but 
what truly belonged to himfelf, nor did any one of them 
either afk for, or attempt to take a dram, or complain of 
the negligence or mifconduct ‘of the watch or any par+ 
ticular perfon. The dawn of day difcovered to their view 
a fmall ifland to the fouthward, about three or four 
leagues diftant, and foon after fome other iflands were feen 
to the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on account 
of the inhabitants, to whofe difpofitions they were ftran- 
gers; however, after manning the boats, and loading 
them in the beft manner they coul¢ for'the general 
good, fuch of the crew as departed from the fhip under 
the care of Mr. BENGER, were earneftly requefted to 
endeavour to obtain a friendly intercourfe with the in- 
habitants if they found any, and carcfully to avoid any 
difagreement unlefs reduced to‘ the laft neceflity, as the 
fate of ail might depend upon the firft interview. As foon 
as thé boats.were gone, thofé who remained went imme- 
diately 'té' Work td get the booms overboard, in order to 
make a raft to’ fecure! themfelves, as ‘the ANTELOPE was 

hourly 
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trying an occafion was executed with a readinefs and obe+ 
dience hardly ever exceeded. The people all now affembled 
aft, the quarter-deck laying higheft out of the water, the 
quarter-boards afforded fome little fhelter from the fea and 
rain; here, after contemplating a few moments their wretch- 
ed fituation, the Captain endeavoured to revive their droop- 
ing {pirits, which began to fink through anxiety and fatigue, 
by reminding them that fhipwreck was a misfortune to 
which thofe who navigate the ocean were always liable ; 
that their fituation indeed was more difficult, from happen- 
ing in an unknown and unfrequented fea, but that this con- 
fideration fhould roufe their moft ative attention, as much 
muft depend on themfelves to be extricated from their dif- 
trefs ; that when thefe misfortunes happened, they were 
often rendered more dreadful than they otherwife would be 
by the defpair and difagreement of the crew; to avoid 
which, it was ftrongly recommended to every individual not 
to drink any {pirituous liquor. A ready confent was given 
to this advice; but they being all wet and fatigued with ex- 
ceffive labour, it was thought advifeable to take fome re- 
frefhment, and therefore a glafs of wine and fome bifcuit was 
given to each perfon; after eating, o fecond. glafs of wine 
was given them, and they now waited with the utmoft anx- 
iety the return of day, in hope of feeing land, for as yet they 
had not difcovered any ; the third mate and one of the quar- 
ter-mafters ov/y, in the momentary interval of a dreadful 
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flath of ightiing, "imagined they had {een the appearance 
of Jand‘aheatl of the thip,” During thefe anxiotis mo- 
nients, they endeavoured to confole and cheer one another, 
and eath was advifed to clothe and prepare himfelf to 
quit the fhip when neceffity fhould make that ftep in- 
evitable; and herein the utmoft good order and regularity 
wiis ‘obferved, not a man offering to take any thing but 
what truly belonged to himfelf, nor did any one of them 
either afk for, or attempt to take a dram, or complain of 
the negligence or mifconduct of the watch or any par- 
ticular perfon. The dawn of day difcovered to their view 
a {mall ifland to the fouthward, about thrce or four 
leagues diftant, and foon after fome other iflands were feen 
td the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on account 
of the inhabitants, to whofe difpofitions they were ftran- 
gers; however, after manning the boats, and loading 
them in the beft manner they could for'the general 
good, fuch of the crew as departed from the fhip under 
the care of Mr. BENGER, were earneftly requefted to 
endeavour to obtain a fricndly intercourfe with the in- 
habitants if they found any, and carefully to avoid any 
difagreement unlefs reduced to the laft neceflity, as the 
fate of all might depend upon the firft interview. As foon 
as the boats were gone, thofe who remained went immc- 
diately ‘to’ work to get the booms overboard, in ordcr to 
make a raft to fecure’ themfelves, as the ANTELOPE was 
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hourly expected to go to pieces, and the utmoft ‘difquites 
tude was entertained for the fafety of the boats, not 
only on account of the natives, but alfo of thé weather, 
it continuing to blow very hard.—In the afternoon they 
perceived with inexpreflible joy the boats coming off; a 
fight the more welcome, as they were fearful from their 
long ftay, they had met with fome difafter, either frork 
the inhabitants, or the ftorm; they were however hap- 
pily relieved from this anxiety by their getting fafe to 
the fhip about four o'clock, having left the ftores and five 
men on fhore. They brought the welcome news that there 
was no appearance of inhabitants on the ifland where they 
had landed; that they had found a fecure harbour well fhel- 
tered from the weather, and’ alfo fome frefh water. Every 
one now purfued his labour with renovated fpirits to com- 
plete the raft, which was in great forwardnefs when the 
boats returned; this being completed, they took a fecond 
refrefhment of bread and wine, each individual havjng 
ftrictly conformed to the promife made to Captain Wilson, 
net to drink any ftrong liquor. We muft not omit here 
mentioning a melancholy accident which happened among 
the events of this difaftrous morning; fogn after day-break 
the mizen-matt being found near the thig’s term, and fome 
of the rigging entangled in the misen-chains, Gopr rr 
Minxs went to cut it adrift, in doing this’ he unfortu- 


nately flipped and fall overboard,.and although the baat 
which 
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which were not then gone, went inftantly to his affiftance, 
he was unfortunately drowned, owing, as was fuppofed, to 
having encumbered himfelf with too many clothes, when 
he prepared himfelf, as before related, to be ready to quit 
the fhip. , 

The raft being now complcted, was loaded with as much 
provifion and ftores as it could carry, confiftently with the 
fafety of the people who were to go on it. The pinnace 
and jolly~boat were likewife filled with provifion, ammuni- 
tion, and {mall arms, in which was placed their greateft 
fecurity. The people being ftill anxioufly employed in 
faving whatever they could, and the fhip beginning to 
have a little motion from the rifing of the tide, there was 
great apprehenfion that the main-maft would fall over 
the fide, in which cafe it mutt have dropt on the raft, and, 
by deftroying it, have rendered all their labours fruitlefs. 
The raft’ and pinnace being ready to depart, and the 
evening advancing, the boatfwain was dcfired to go into 
the fHip, and wind his call, in order to alarm thofe wha 
were bufily employed below (and whom Captain Wit- 
90N had repeatedly ‘entreated to defift) to go into the 
Beats and'raft, that they might endeavour to get on fhore 
béfore, night, amd fecure what they had already got out 
of.the-fhip. And here it may be worth while to notice 
the: great care’ and attention of the carpenter, who was fa 
intent‘on-faving what twols-and ftores he coulil, that he 1¢- 
mained below after the pinnace and raft had departed, and 
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Captain Wison was obliged to compel him to go into 
the jolly-boat, fo anxious was he to provide and take with 
him whatever he thought might contribute to their fu- 
ture relief. ‘ 

Thus with aching hearts, and deep melancholy, they 
quitted the ANTELOPE, totally ignorant of their future ‘def- 
tiny. ‘Thc pinnace, with fome of the ftouteft of the fhip’s 
crew, took the raft in tow; the jolly-boat alfo affifted, by 
towing the pinnace till they had cleared the reef; after 
which, being too heavily Jaden to be of much further aid, 
thofe in the pinnace caft loofe their rope, and the jolly-boat 
proceeded alone to the fhore, where they arrived about eight 
o'clock at night, and found their companions who had been 
left in the morning. ‘hefe few men had not been idle, or un- 
mindful of their fellow-fufferers; having employed them- 
felves in clearing away a fpot of ground, and ereéting a 
{mall tent with a fail, in readinefs for their reception. The 
fituation both of thofe on the raft, as well as thofe in the 
pinnace, was truly dreadful till they had cleared the reef 
(which was more than half an hour); by the great furf and 
{pray of the fea, the pinnace and raft were often out of 
fight of each other; thofe on the latter were obliged to 
tie themfelves, and cling to it with all their ftrength, to 
prevent being wafhed off; and the fhricks of the Chine/e, 
lefs inured to the perils of an element they were then 
conflicting with, did nat a little aggravate the horror of 
the fcene, 
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Having cleared the reef, and got into the channel which 
flows between that and the iflands, they found themfelves 
in deep water,:and a lefs difturbed fea; they hoifted the 
fails of the pinnace, and got on; but as they approached 
the land, perceiving a ftrong current, which fet them much 
to leeward of the ifland where they had left the ftores and 
people in the morning, they dropped their fails and rowed. 
‘They found the current ftill much ftronger as they got 

er the fhore, and though every man exerted his utmoft 
oe, they {till continued to drop to leeward. Feeling 
now their inability to refift the current, and the ftrength of 
the rowers being almoft exhaufted, it was judged for the 
fafety of all, that the pinnace fhould take the people from 
off the raft, and bring the raft to a grapnel during the 
night. Thefe additional men from the raft double banked 
the oars of the pinnace, and relieved the rowers, but at 
the fame time they fo crowded her, that fhe could barcly 
keep above water, being then clofe under a rocky coatt, 
in about fixteen fathom water (as they afterwards better 
knew). They were only able to advance flowly; but as 
they drew nearer to the ifland whither the others were 
gone before, the jolly-boat having unladen her cargo, Cap- 
tain WILSON with four people, was returning in her, to 
lighten the raft and pinnace, and give them full affittance, 
and it being dark, hailed the pinnace at a diftance. Whether 
it was from the great fatigue the people had fuftained while 
D on 
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on the raft, or from their voice and {pirits ‘being exhaufted, 
or from the fudden joy of perceiving they were fo near 
again to their comrades, but’ the halloo was anfwered in fo 
fhrill and unaccuftomed a manner, that thofe who were in 
the jolly-boat, who had previonfly heard the paddling of 
oars, fuppofed they were natives; as the people who had re- 
mained on fhore in the morning with the ftores, had ait 
covered, after the boats had left them, traces of fome people 
having been lately upon the ifland, by feeing places w 
there had been fires, with fome fith bones and pieces of 
cocoa-nut fhells fcattered about, which had not the appear- 
ance of having lain long there; thefe circumftances in- 
ducing the jolly-boat’s crew to conclude, that the return 
of the halloo came from a party of the natives, they pre- 
cipitately returned back into the cove. The pinnace ar- 
riving foon after, all thefe alarms were diffipated, aud an 
univerfal joy fpread itfelf over every countenance on fee- 
ing one another again on dry land. They fhook hands 
together with the utmoft cordiality, every one feeling 
thofe emotions that could ill be expreffed by the moft 
forcible language. They got part of a cheefe, fome bif- 
cuit, and a little watcr, for their fupper; and by dif- 
charging a piftol, loaded with powder, into fome match 
which they picked loofe to ferve as tinder, they kindled 
a fire in the cove, where they dried their clothes, which 
were thoroughly wet, and flept on the ground alternately, 
8 under 
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under the covering of the tent which had been raifed. The 
night proved very uncomfortable on many accounts; the rain 
and wind were heavy; and the diftrefs of their fituation not 
a little increafed by” the fear of the fhip going to pieces, 
from the tempeftuous weather, before they fhould be able 
to fave from her fuch neceflaries as might be ufeful to 
them. They hauled their boats on fhore, and fet a watch, 
left they might happen to be furprized by any of the na- 
tives. 

The conftant perfpiration the poople had been in, added 
to their being perpetually wet with the falt water, had pro- 
duced an irritation on their fkins, which, with the ad- 
ded friétion of their clothes from fevere labour, had exco- 
tiated them in a manner to make them moft miferably fore. 
At dawn of day, both the pinnace and jolly-boat were fent to 
the raft, to try and bring it up; but the wind blowing very 
hard, they were afraid to attempt moving it; they were, 
however, fortunate enough to get the remainder of the pro- 
vifion and fails from it, and returned about noon. 

The weather proving more moderate in the afternoon, 
.the boats were fent to the wreck to bring away fome ricc, 
and other provifion, as alfo to procure what neceffarics they 
could for the people, who, as we have already faid, ftood 
in great need of them. 

Thofe who remained on fhore were employed in drying 
their powder, and cleaning and fitting their arms for ufe, 
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in cafe of need;. and as the boats did not return till ten 
o'clock in the evening, it fpread amongft their companions 
much alarm for their fafety, as the night came on with 
very heavy weather; nor indeed were their fpirits rendered 
tranquil by their arrival, for the chief mate and crew, who 
returned with the pinnace, brought the melancholy intel- 
ligence, that they did not conceive, from the badnefs of the 
weather, that the fhip could hold together till morning, as 
fhe was beginning to part, the ends or wales being ftarted 
out of their places. The ideas which had been fondly 
nurfed, that when a calm fuccteded there was a poffibility 
fhe might be floated and repaired, fo as to return to Macao, 
or fome part of CHINA, were by this account totally extin- 
guifhed. The profpect now darkened round them, fear 
pictured ftrongly every danger, and hope could hardly find 
an inlet through which one ray of confolation might fhoot. 
They knew nothing of the inhabitants of that country 
where fate had thrown them; ignorant of their manners 
and difpofitions, as well as of the hoftile fcenes they might 
have to encounter for their fafety; they found themfelves, 
by this fudden accident, cut off at onee from the reft of the 
world, with little probability of their ever again getting 
away. Each individual threw back his remembrance to 
fome dear object that affection had rivetted to his heart, 
who might be in vain looking out anxioufly for the return 
of the father, the hufband, or the friend, whom there was 
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fcarcely the moft diftant chance of their ever feeing any 
more. Thefe reflections did not contribute to make the 
night comfortable; the weather was far more tempeftuous 
than in the preceding one; but the clothes which the people 
had procured from the wreck proved a great comfort to 
them all, who were thereby enabled to have a change. 
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CHAPTER Il. 


Fir/l Appearance of the Natives.—The curious and friendly 
Interview between them and the Englifh.— Captain Wi.- 
son's Brother fent to the King of PELEW, the King's 
Brother remaining with our People. 


T day-break, as it blew exceedingly hard, fo that the 
boats could not venture to fea, every one went to 
work, to dry the ftores and provifions betwecn the fhowers ; 
and many were bufied to form better tents with fuch mate- 
rials as they had faved. About eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing Captain WiLson and Tom Rose being on the beach 
collecting water which dropped from the rocks, the people 
who were employed in clearing away the ground, in the 
wood behind them, gave notice that fome of the natives 
were approaching, as they perceived a canoe coming round 
the point into the bay; this gave fo much alarm that the 
people all flew to the arms; however, as there were only 
two canoes, and thofe having but few men in them, the 
people were defired to remain ftill, and out of fight, until 
they fhould perceive what reception the Captain and Tom 
Rose met with, whom they were convinced the natives 
had 
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had, difcovered, as they converfed together, and kept fted- 
faitly looking towards that part of the fhore where they 
were; our people were defired to be prepared for the 
wort, but by no means to appear for the prefent, or fhew 
any figns of diftruft when they did, unlefs the behaviour of 
the natives to them fhould render it abfolutely neceffary, 
In this fhort interval of time the canoes had advanced cau- 
tioufly towards the fhore, where they ftood, when Captain 
WILSON defired Tom Rost to fpeak to them in the Malay 
language, which they did not feem to underftand, but 
ftapped their canoes; yet foon after one of them {poke in 
the Ma/ay tongue, and afked who they were? and whether 
they were friends or enemies? To thefe queftions Tom 
Rose was directed to reply, “* That they were unfortunate 
“ Englifbmen, who had loft their fhip upon the reef, and 
“ had faved their lives, and were their friends.” Upon this 
they fpoke a few words together (which was fince fuppofed 
to have been the Ma/ay man explaining to them what had 
been faid); and prefently they itepped out of the canocs 
into the water; and came towards the fhore, on which 
Captain WILson waded into the water to mcet them, and 
embracing them in a friendly manner, conducted them 
to the fhore, and introduced them to his officers and 
unfortunate companions ; they were eight in number, two 
of whom it was afterwards known were brothers to the 
King. They left one man in each canoe; and, as they were 
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a abs: 7, coming into the cove, feemed to look round with great 
watchfulnefs, as if fearful of being betrayed; nor would 
they feat themfelves near the tents, but kept clofe to the 
beach, that in cafe of danger they might immediately re- 
gain their canoes. Our people now going to breakfaft, they 
were prefented with fome tea, and fome {weet bifcuits, 
made at Cina, of which two or three jars had been 
faved, Only Captain Wixson, and one or two more, with 
Tom Ross the interpreter, breakfafted with them; for, as 
they would probably have entertained doubts of our people, 
had the Engl furrounded them to gratify curiofity, they 
might, from their apprehenfions, have haftily departed. 
In the little converfation which during breaktaft could be, 
obtained, a wifh was expreffed to the Ma/ay they brought 
with them, of knowing by what event he chanced to be 
there. This fellow, befide his own and the PELEw lan- 
guage, fpoke a little Dutch, and fome words of Engl: he 
gave the following account of himfelf, * viz,—That he 
commanded a trading veffel belonging to a CHINA man at 
TERNATE, had been on a trading voyage to AMBOYNA 
and BANTAM, and had been caft away, about ten months 
before, upon an ifland to the fouthward, which was within 
fight of where he then was; that he efcaped from thence to 
PELEw, and haéi#been kindly received by the King, who, he 

* The future conduct and behaviour of this MaLay gave reafon to fulpe& there 


was little truth in the account he gave of himfelf. 
told 
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‘told, them, was a very good man, and that his people alfo 
were courteous, 

He further acquainted them, that a canoe having been 
out fithing, had feen the fhip’s maft lying down; and that 
the King being informed of it, fent off thefe two canoes, at 
four o'clock that morning, to enquire what was become of 
fhe people; that they knowing well this harbour, had come 
to it firft, being a place where the canoes, when fifhing, 
often thelter themfelves in hard weather.—They fat about 
an hour with Captain WILson, tafted the tea, but feemed 
to like better the bifcuits, and appeared now to feel them- 
felves relieved from every apprehenfion. They wifhed that 
one of our people might be fent.in their canoes to the 

é RUPACK, or King, that he might fee what fort of people 
they were; which was agreed to by Captain WILSON, who, 
after breakfaft was ended, introdiféed to them feveral of 
his officers; thefe, as they came up, fhook hands with 
the natives, who being informed by the’ Malay that this 
was the mode of falutation amongft the Engii/d, they went 
to every man prefent, and took him by the hand, nor ever 
after omitted this token of regard, as often as they met our 
countrymen. 

It often pleafes Providence, in the moft trying hours of 
difficulty and diftrefs, to throw open fame unlooked-for 
fource of confolation to the fpirits of the unfortunate !—It 
was a fingular accident, that Captain Rees’ of the Nor- 
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THUMBERLAND fhould, at Macao, have recommended te 
Captain WIL8oN, Tom Ross as a fervant, who {poke the 
Malay language perfectly well. 

It was a ftill more fingular circumftance, that a tempeft 
fhould have thrown a Ma/ay on this fpot, who had as a ftran- 
ger been noticed and favoured by the King, and having been 
near a year on the ifland previous to the lofs of the ANTE- 
LOPE, was become acquainted with the language of the 
country; by this extraordinary event both the ENGLIsH 
and the inhabitants of PELzw had each an interpreter who 
could converfe freely together in the Ma/ay tongue, and 
Tom Rose {peaking EngliZ, an eafy intercourfe was imme- 
diately opened on both fides, and all thofe impediments re- = 
moved at once, which would have arifen among people who 
had no means of conveying their thoughts to one another by 
language, but muft havé trutted to figns and geftures, which, 
to thofe born in climates fo remotely feparated, might have 
given rife to a thoufand mifconceptions.—The natives per- 
ceiving the boats preparing to be launched, imagined it was. 
for departure; but being told that our men were only going 
off to the wreck to fetch more ftores and neceffaries on 
fhore, they faid they would fend one of their people with 
them, to prevent any canoes from molefting them. 

The natives were of a deep copper colour, perfectly 
naked, having no kind of covering whatfoever ; their fkins 
very foft and gloffy, owing, as was known afterwards, 
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to the external ufe of cocoa-nut oil. Each Chief had 
in his hand a bafket of BEETLE-NUT, and a bamboo 
finely polifhed and inlaid at each end, in ‘which they carried 
their Chinam; this is coral burnt to a lime, which they 
fhake out through one end of the bamboo where they 
carry it, on the leaf of the BEETLE-NUT, before they chew 
it, to render it more ufeful, or palatable. It was obferved 
that all their teeth were black, and that the Beet/e-nut and 
Chinam, of which they had always a quid in their mouths, 
rendered the faliva red, which, together with their black 
teeth, gave their mouths a very difgufting appearance. 
They were of a middling ftature, very ftraight, and mufcu- 
lar, their limbs well formed, and had a particular majeftic 
manner in walking ; but their legs, from a little above their 
ancles to the middle of their thighs, were tatooed fo very 
thick, as to appear dyed of a far deeper colour than their 
fkin : their hair was of a fine black, long, and rolled up be- 
hind in a fimple manner clofe to the back of their heads, and 
appeared both neat and becoming.—None of them, except 
the younger of the King’s two brothers, had a beard; and it 
was afterwards obferved, in the courfe of a longer acquaint~ 
ance with them, that they in general plucked out their 
beards by the root; a very few only, who had ftrong 
thick beards, cherifhed them and ket them grow.—As 
they now feemed to feel no longer any reftraint, they were 
conduéted round the cove; the ground was as yet but 
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flightly and partially cleared, much broken fhells and-rock, 
together with thorny plants and fhrubs remaining over it, 
nor could our people help being furprized at feeing them, 
barefooted as they were, walk over all this rough way as per- 
fedtly at eafe as if it had been the fmootheft ground. But if 
the uncommon appearance of the natives of PELEw excited 
furprize in the Zygiif, their appearance, in return, awakened 
in their vifitors a far greater degree of aftonifhment.—Our 
countrymen, during all the time they remained in thefe 
iflands, were perfeétly convinced, that the inhabitants had 
never before feen a white man, it was therefore little to 
be wondered that they viewed.them as a new and a very 
extraordinary race of beings: all they obferved, and all 
they touched, made them exclaim wee/! weel/ and fome- 
times wee @ trecoy! which the Ma/ay informed them was 
a declaration of being well pleafed.—They began with 
ftroaking the bodies and arms of the Exgd/p, or rather 
their waiftcoats and coat fleeves, as if they doubted whether 
the garment and the man were not of the fame fub{tance; 
but were told by the Malay, that the Eng/ij in their own cli- 
mate being expofed to far greater cold, were accuftomed al~ 
ways to be covered, and had coverings of different kinds to put 
on as occafion required, fo-that-they could be always dry and 
warm. Our people plainly perceived, by the geftures of the 
Malayand the natives, that this was what they were converfing 
about ; ‘nor could they avoid obferving, by the countenances 
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of thelatter, the quicknefs with which they feemed to com- 
prehend whatever information the Ma/ay gave them. The 
next thing they noticed was our people’s hands, and the blue 
veins of their wrifts; and they probably confidered the white 
fkin of the hands and face as artificial, and the veins as the 
Engle manner of tatooing,for they immediately requefted, 
that the jacket-fleeves of the men might be drawn up, to fee 
if their arms were of the fame colour as their hands and 
faces: fatisfied in this particular, they expreffed a further 
with to fee their bodies ; upon which fome of the men opened 
their bofoms, and gave them to underftand that all the reft 
of their body was of the fame colour.—They feemed much 
aftonifhed at finding hair on their breafts, it being confidered 
with them as a great mark of indelicacy, infomuch that they 

eradicate it from every part of the body in both fexes. 
They afterwards walked about, teftifying great curiofity, 
but at the fame time expreffing a fear that they intruded too 
much. As they had come on fhore unarmed, this confidera- 
tion induced Captain W1Lson, before he fhewed them the 
tents, to order that all the fire-arms fhould be put out of fight, 
by coveting them with a fail, that the mutual confidence, 
which had fo happily fprang up on both fides, might not be 
chilled, or overfhadowed by the flighteft miftruft; but this 
well-conceived intention was fruftrated by an accident.—As 
our people were conducting them to the tents, clofe by the 
entrance, one of the nafives picked up a bullet, which had 
been 
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been cafuaily dropped on the ground, and immediately ex- 
preffed his furprize, that a fubftance fo {mall to the eye 
fhould be fo very ponderous to the touch; he fhewed it 
direétly to the Malay, who detcribed to him the ufe of it, 
and feemed to be expatiating on the nature of fire-arms, 
for when he had done he wifhed that one of our mufkets 
might be fhewn them, that they might better comprehend 
their power and ufe. 

Our people had in the tents two dogs, who were con- 
fined clofe to the place where their arms were depo- 
fited; one of them was a large Newfoundlander, who had 
been brought up at fea from a puppy, the other a fpaniel ; 
the Newfoundland dog had been the favourite of every one 
on board, being a moft excellent guard, and had been taught 
during the voyage an infinite number of tricks, by 
which he afforded fo much amufement to the whole crew, 
that there was not 2 failor belonging to the ANTELOPE 
who would not have rifked his life for the dog. On enter- 
ing the tent with their new friends, one of our people went 
before to the dogs, to fee they were tied up, and to prevent 
any furprize to their vifitors; no fooner had they entered 
the tent, than the two dogs fet up a moft violent barking, 
and the natives a noife but little tefs loud ; our people {carcely 
at firft knew whether it arofe from fear, or was expreflive of 
aftonifhment; they ram in and out of the tent, and appeared 
te with they might be made to bark again; but the Malay 
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